
what is higher ground?
Higher Ground: NCJW’s Domestic Violence 
Campaign is a national effort to end domestic 
violence by improving the economic status of 
women. Grounded in the understanding that 
economic security is critical to women’s safety, 
Higher Ground educates and mobilizes 
advocates, community-members, and 
decision-makers to promote progressive 
policy solutions that champion women’s 
economic autonomy.

what will the campaign’s 
activities look like?
Higher Ground is a multi-faceted campaign, 
including education and advocacy. Because 
financial security is not the first thing 
people think of when they hear the term 
domestic violence, Higher Ground will 
engage NCJW’s coalition partners and local 
sections to help illuminate this aspect of 
intimate partner violence. 

In addition, Higher Ground will be home 
to NCJW’s advocacy work on public policy 
issues that directly relate to domestic 
violence, women’s economic security, or 
both. For example, NCJW currently 
advocates raising the minimum wage, in part 
because 63 percent of workers earning the 
minimum wage are women. Through Higher 
Ground, NCJW will address this issue in new 
ways, perhaps by highlighting that earning 
only the minimum wage perpetuates a 
woman’s low-income status and puts her at 
greater risk of intimate partner violence. 

While women of all socioeconomic groups 
are victims of domestic violence, low-income 
women are most likely to be abused. 

where can i learn more 
about this campaign? 
Visit www.ncjw.org/higherground to learn 
about Higher Ground and the public 
policy issues it encompasses. Questions 
about Higher Ground can be directed to 
higherground@ncjwdc.org.

how do i get involved  
in higher ground?
The NCJW Action Center will serve as 
the primary hub for updates and action 
opportunities for individuals. Go to  
www.ncjw.org to join the NCJW Action 
Center or to add Higher Ground to your 
existing list of interests. And connect with 
the Higher Ground Campaign in your 
community by reaching out to a local 
NCJW section. 

where do i go to find people 
who will be interested in 
higher ground?
Start with the NCJW community. NCJW 
sections, members, and supporters —  
especially those who have participated in 
domestic violence community service or 
advocacy work in the past — should be 
your most receptive audience. But don’t 
stop there. Consider reaching out to 
people in your community who provide 
direct service for women and girls  

through emergency shelters, soup kitchens, 
government agencies, schools, job training 
programs, and the like. 

what if the people in my 
community only want to do 
community service work? 
All of NCJW’s social change work employs 
four key strategies: community service, 
education, advocacy, and philanthropy. Higher 
Ground is no different. Bridging community 
service and advocacy is critical to ending 
domestic violence. Individuals who work 
with victims of domestic violence through  
a service project are your allies in this 
campaign and their experiences should 
inform your advocacy. Leverage their 
commitment and compassion, and use 
Higher Ground as an opportunity to 
highlight the important community service 
work these individuals are doing as well as 
to demonstrate the ease, importance, and 
impact of complementary advocacy work  
on long-term systemic change. 

is there a role for people 
whose primary strategy  
for social change is  
philanthropy? 
Yes. One important way individuals can 
support the work of Higher Ground is by 
donating online at www.ncjw.org/donate.
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